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Case 43. We found here the special ability in marked
contrast to general subnormality yet unrecognized until
revealed by the psychological examination.

Bernard G. was 17-J- years old when we were asked to
see him. The psychological examination gave clear
evidence of the mental traits in which this boy was
particularly weak and those in which he had good ability.
Rote memory was much below normal for his age, and
his inability to form new associations was evident in the
so-called substitution learning test, where a number is
to be associated with a symbol. Powers of analysis and
judgment were likewise poor. Indeed, the boy did very
badly with any tests for the higher mental functions.
He had learned little during his seven or eight years
attendance at school; his reading was very poor, and he
made numerous errors on the processes in arithmetic.
Judged by the Binet scale, he was a middle-grade moron.

The significant feature, however, as far as social life was
concerned, was the fact that he was successful on all types
of tests which require good manual and motor ability.
Construction tests were done very well and quickly, in a
manner showing an appreciation of the problems and a
rational method of solution; indeed, they were performed
quite as well as by the ordinary normal boy of his age.
Motor coordinations were equally as good.

There was nothing of any significance noted on physical
examination. The boy was very well developed and well
nourished; he was broad-shouldered and strong.

Home conditions were not good; the father, a hard
drinking man, had frequently deserted the family and had
been arrested for non-support. The mother was appar-
ently a very good woman, and Bernard was the only one
of the six living children who had caused any trouble.
From the mother's point of view the main problem was
that this boy did not work steadily. She claimed he had